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Saint-Gobain PAM, international leader of ductile iron pipelines systems took part in an important 
renovation project of the water supply network of Versailles. 40% of the 970m of the pipes of this 
worksite were installed trenchless.

The scheme which will be completed by the end of June 2015, and which was started in April 2014 
has five sections. For three of them, trenchless pipe laying was essential to limit disruption next 
to this historical site. The microtunelling construction method was chosen for its limited impact 
on the surrounding area as it does not need an upstream pipe assembly. A concrete casing is 
installed beforehand, this casing then receives the DN700 NATURAL pipes, manufactured by French 
manufacturer Saint-Gobain PAM which are assembled in an entrance pit. The Universal Standard 
Ve anchored joint with a weld bead, developed by PAM, enables the pipes to be pulled inside the 
concrete casing. Leverage is made using a 13-ton winch located at the exit pit. This joint enables an 
angular deflection of 2 degrees. It is an essential feature on this worksite which has a curve radius of 
400 meters and a vertical drop of 3%.

During the installation, Saint-Gobain PAM technical teams assisted the project manager. Thanks to 
20 years of experience, the French foundry company has a profound technical expertise. Its ductile 
iron solutions represent a reliable and cost-effective alternative to materials which are traditionally 
used for this type of laying. Saint-Gobain PAM has developed a whole range of pipes and anchored 
joints which reinforce the advantages of ductile iron in all circumstances. This range which is called 
“Direxional” is offered in several diameters up to DN1000 and is composed of several coatings and 
accessories which can  be adapted to any kind of terrains and laying types.
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The Versailles worksite – key figures :

• Commissioned by : Syndicat mixte pour la gestion du service 
des eaux de Versailles et de Saint-Cloud (SMGSEVESC)

• Project manager : Artelia
• TP Company : Atlantique TP
• TT Company : Ludwig Pfeiffer
• Works dates : April 2014 – June 2015
• Materials used : Saint-Gobain PAM ductile iron  

Trenchless worksite in Versailles by
Saint-Gobain PAM

About Saint-Gobain PAM
International leader of complete ductile iron pipelines solutions, Saint-Gobain PAM is present in more than 126 countries. 

Saint-Gobain PAM designs, manufactures and markets a whole range of water supply solutions.  Since more than 150 

years, its reputation in pipelines activities is based on its know-how, its products reliability and on the performance of the 

services provided to its clients. 

For further information about Saint-Gobain PAM, please see the website www.pamline.com

In 2015, the Saint-Gobain group celebrates its 350 anniversary, 150 reasons to believe in the future. For further information 

about Saint-Gobain, please visit www.saint-gobain.com and the twitter account @saintgobain or download the app “Saint-

Gobain Shareholder” for digital tablet and smartphone.


